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COLONEL MICHAEL J. MORAN
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Colonel Michael J. Moran serves as the commander of the Space Development and Test Wing, Kirtland Air Force Base, New Mexico. The wing's mission is to deliver small, responsive space capabilities to users across the National Security Space community. Colonel Moran oversees a combined team of 1,000+ military, government civilians and contractors responsible for the development, acquisition, launch, demonstration, test and operations of Department of Defense and civil space systems.

Colonel Moran graduated from the University of Virginia as a mechanical engineer and received his commission through Air Force ROTC in 1987. He has served in a variety of air and space acquisition, operations and staff assignments. He began active duty in the Titan IV launch vehicle program office. He then served in the National Reconnaissance Office as a satellite launch integrator, satellite engineer, executive officer and staff officer. Colonel Moran was also assigned to the Pentagon as program element monitor for Defense Support Program/Space-Based Infrared System on the Secretary of the Air Force's staff. He later served in the Joint STARS aircraft program office during which he initiated the battle management, command, control, communications division of the emerging Space Radar program office. Colonel Moran has held various command and staff positions in Air Force space operations before his SDTW command assignment.

EDUCATION:
1986 Graduate, Army Airborne School, Fort Benning, Ga.
1987 Bachelor of Science, Mechanical Engineering, University of Virginia
1990 Master of Science, Systems Management, University of Southern California
1994 Squadron Officer School, Distinguished Graduate, Maxwell AFB, Ala.
1998 Defense Systems Management College, Advanced Program Management Course, Fort Belvoir, Va.
2000 Air Command and Staff College, Distinguished Graduate, Maxwell AFB
Master of Science, Military Operational Art and Science, Air University
2002 Air War College, non-resident seminar
2007 Industrial College of the Armed Forces, Distinguished Graduate, National Defense University, Fort Lesley J. McNair, D.C.
Master of Science, National Resource Strategy, National Defense University

ASSIGNMENTS:
1. Jan. 1988 - July 1989, chief, Financial Manager, Titan Program Office, Los Angeles AFB, Calif.
2. July 1989 - Jan. 1991, chief, Systems Effectiveness, Titan Program Office, Los Angeles AFB
3. Jan. 1991 - Jan. 1992, chief, Titan Program Requirements and Technologies, Titan Program Office, 
Los Angeles AFB
4. Jan. 1992 - Jan 1995, launch systems integrator/spacecraft engineer, SAF/SP-11, Los Angeles AFB
5. Jan. 1995 - May 1996, executive officer, Signals Intelligence Directorate/Launch Office, National 
Reconnaissance Office, Washington, D.C.
6. June 1996 - May 1998, signals intelligence resource liaison, Resource Oversight and Management, National Reconnaissance Office, Washington
7. June 1998 - May 1999, program element monitor (Space Based Infrared System/Defense Support Pro-gram), SAF/AQS, Pentagon, Washington 
8. June 1999 - June 2000, student, Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell AFB, Ala.
9. June 2000 - June 2001, chief, Joint STARS Operations and Control IPT, JSTARS Joint Program Office, Hanscom AFB, Mass.
10. June 2001 - April 2002, chief, Space-Based Radar and Multi-sensor C2 Constellation, 
Electronic Systems Center, Hanscom AFB
11. April 2002 - Jan. 2003, chief, Space-Based Radar Battle Management/C3 Division, Electronic Systems Center, Hanscom AFB
12. Jan. 2003 - May 2004, operations officer, 3rd Space Operations Squadron, 50th Space Wing, 
Schriever AFB, Colo.
13. June 2004 - June 2006, commander, 22nd Space Operations Squadron, 50th Space Wing, 
Schriever AFB
14. July 2006 - July 2007, student, Industrial College of the Armed Forces, National Defense University, Fort Lesley J. McNair, D.C.
15. Aug 2007 - Jan. 2010, commander, Atlas Group, Launch and Range Systems Wing, Los Angeles AFB
16. Feb. 2010 - present, commander, Space Development and Test Wing, Kirtland AFB, N.M.

SPACE OPERATIONS/SPACE LAUNCH CREW DUTY:
Atlas V launch vehicle, Titan IV launch vehicle 
NATO/Skynet satellite vehicle operator
Crew Commander - Defense Satellite Communications System 
Crew Commander - Air Force Satellite Control Network

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:
Defense Meritorious Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters
Meritorious Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters
Joint Service Commendation Medal with one oak leaf cluster
Air Force Commendation Medal
Joint Service Achievement Medal with one oak leaf cluster
Joint Meritorious Unit Award with one oak leaf cluster
Space and Missile Systems Center Space Systems Team of the Year, 2007
Lt. Gen. John W. O'Neill Award, 2002
Gen. Thomas D. White U.S. Air Force Space Award, 1989

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION
Second Lieutenant May 17, 1987
First Lieutenant Sept.15, 1989
Captain Sept. 15, 1991
Major April 1, 1999
Lieutenant Colonel March 1, 2002
Colonel Dec. 1, 2006



